Dear Partners

I write this the night before the Royal wedding - the news media seem to have reported little else recently.  For some this will have been a massive turn-off; others will have found the lead-up to the great day a source of endless excitement and interest.  I will leave you to speculate where I stand on the issue.  But by the time you read this you will know what her dress was like, where they went on honeymoon and what was said in the sermon in Westminster Abbey.
But whatever you think of the royal wedding, we should be captivated by the wedding to come. On that day, like Kate (I imagine!) the bride will be in radiant white, but the nature of their respective clothing will be very different.  His Bride has made herself ready; it was granted to her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and pure - for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints - Revelation 19:7&8.  But the bridegroom will not look at all like Prince William. Verse 7 says that this is the marriage of the Lamb.  But when we see him, he seems to be a most unusual lamb: 
Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems, and he has a name written that no one knows but himself. He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which he is called is The Word of God.... On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords.  Revelation 19:11-13,16. 

The Lamb is clothed in a robe dipped in blood. This is his own blood, shed for his bride, in order to make her presentable. The bride is clothed in the pure white clothing of the righteous deeds of the saints; righteous because she has been credited with the righteous actions of her bridegroom; all his good and noble and selfless acts have been chalked up to her account. It is a splendid scene! And it is one that we will not be able to see only on TV - or have to queue in order to glimpse the couple as they go by - for the bride is all who have trusted in the Lamb. We will be there, centre stage, on that marvelous day, united to our Beloved in that great wedding ceremony.  But we will all have eyes for just one actor: the Lamb who was slain for us. 

Amidst all the pageantry, pomp and circumstance of Westminster Abbey, we might lose sight of what it once was to be a sovereign.  Prince William is second in line to the throne, but his grandmother (whom I admire) is mostly a paper monarch. She is, essentially, powerless: impressive to look at, but toothless and devoid of menace. But the Lamb is a real King. He will not stand for rebellion and he will act decisively and finally against those who refuse to give him the honour that is his due. There is a day that is to come when he will bring about justice. It will be the most dreadful of days; it will also be the most glorious of days. Our prayer is that there will be many at the wedding feast of the Lamb. We long that the good news of the Lamb's self-sacrifice would be heard across this land and that many will turn to him while they still have time. Thank you for your part in this ministry. 

Simon
Simon Pilcher
Chairman - Gospel Partners Trust

Eight years of gospel partnership

Gospel Partners Trust was formed in 2003 and since then our partners have given £1.7m to support gospel work in both the UK and overseas.  This represents:

· 90 pre-college trainees, of which 11 have been non-UK nationals

· Over 125 individuals and couples at college, of whom 22 have studied overseas – or come to the UK to study

· 94 ministry projects – of which 26 have been outside the UK

The total amount breaks down as follows: 
[image: image1.png]Application of Funds: 2003-2010

m Pre-college
© College

= Ministry





Application of Funds

Gospel Partners Trust is committed to supporting people and projects not only in the UK but also internationally – see chart overleaf. The trustees are looking at links with trusts with an overseas focus with the possibility of directing applicants there.

Pre-college: £2,800 average grant

Last year, the trust supported 33 pre-college applicants – mainly apprentices and people on the Cornhill training courses in London and Glasgow. We anticipate that many of these seek further funding from the trust in 2011.

College: £3,300 average grant

In 2010, Gospel Partners Trust funded 43 theological students – mostly at Oak Hill College in London and WEST in South Wales but also one at the Belgian Bible Institute in Brussels. More than 20 of these will likely need further support in 2011 and we have already pledged to support a further eight first-time applicants.

Ministry projects: £5,100 average grant

Gospel Partners Trust helped fund 25 gospel workers and 11 church plants in 2010 (double the number of plants in 2009). The trust’s policy is to “pump-prime” such initiatives and fund in such a way as to encourage self-funding in due course.
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Under God, the trustees have been delighted to see increasing amounts disbursed each year, as per the chart overleaf: 
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2011 Commitments

Because of the nature of its income, the Trust cannot guarantee funding for more than a single year, but trustees are sympathetic to repeat applications. Such anticipated repeat funding requests for 2011 total around £230,000.

College focus

Many theological students supported by the trust are at Oak Hill College in north London, whose goal is “…contemporary application of scripture in college community, church placements and the life and witness of God's people in the world”.
Oak Hill trains men and women for ordained ministry in the Church of England but well over half the students at Oak Hill who are supported by Gospel Partners Trust come from other churches.
Many students take a three-year degree in theological and pastoral studies. Each year covers Biblical studies, theology and church history and ‘church and world’ – an area looking at issues such as family and marriage counseling, and sociological and political issues.
www.gospelpartnerstrust.org
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FINANCIAL REPORT 2010 - Summary

The trustees aim to distribute donations swiftly and not maintain significant cash balances above commitments already made.

Income

Trust partners gave £403,000 in 2010 – up 11% from 2009 - in amounts from £600 to £100,000. Partners give through regular bank standing orders and one-off gifts. Two-thirds of donations come via Gift Aid.
Grants

The Trust gave £417,000 in grants, up 13% from 2009.
Costs

The trust’s running costs and the cost of its fund-raising events have been covered by separate private donations. This is so that any money given to the trust by partners is used solely to support gospel ministry.

